Heritage

Our threatened
cultural heritage

Uar past, the legacy of this nation, is being
plundered at an alarming rate by individuals who
wigit pubhic lnnds, and take pieces of America’s
cultural heritage home with them. An artifact, which
may have lain undisi urbed in the ground for
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b unaunthorized removal of artifacts from pullic
lamds has become a widespread problem, and Corps
lands are no exception. [ndividuals casually picking
up artifncts for fun or o enhanes personad
collectiona have been joined by commercial collectors
diggimg for profit. The activities of both groups have
raused extensive ||'-:|'|  TELZ CERE: N ||.':.|:-:§ s SILEE,
resuliing in an immense loss of scientafic data
nationwide ':.'I":-\..'Ill SN, regearchers’ efforts in
acquiring knowledge about the past and
reconstructing ancient liteways have been
hampered.

The cultural !-l.'lil-ll.-.l af this countey ia not ELI"'\-' thue
hentage of one people or one reglon, but thie haritage
ol :||||||':l||||'




What are cultural
resources?

Cultural resources are the physical remaing of
material caltare lett behind by previous generations
These remaing may be from the prehistoric or
historie era. In Amencn, the prehistonc pereod
covers the times of Native Americans until the
beginning of written records, The histonc period in a
region begina with the arrival of Euro-American
E""'I"!""' and the introduction of wrllen language,

Archeology is the science which studies physical
pvidenes left wathin the ground from the livinge
activities of past peoples. Archeslogists use tl
evidence to reconstruct past ifewayvs, establish p
chronalogy of events, and study the development of
cultures, Archeologion] sites may be prehistoric or
historie. Historiana and archeologiats often wark
together, using a combination of written documents
and .:I|'|"":|_‘~'-|-':-_;:i|'.:|,| evidence for their ressarch.

Prehistorie cultural resouress can be Indian artifacts
guch ag an arrowhead, obsidian Takes from tool
making activities, a bone nesdle, & stone bowl, or
poLLary I!':'.u.'.'l:l'lﬂ.':'.h. They can alao be the remains of
an Indian village, a cave shelter, a comp site, or 8
quarry site where stones were taken for making
toods, Another example is Indian rock art, such as
rock carvings called petroglyphs and rock paintinga
called pictographs.
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Historie cultural resources can be bottles, ulensils,
dishware. structures such as a log cabin or barn,
fishwheelz, shipwrecks, and transportation routes
and wagon trails

guch as railrond beds
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When studving an archealogical gite such as the
remaing of a prehistoric village, the archeologist 18
interested in maore than just the artifacts, For
example, the locations of the artifacts both vertically
aned horzontally within the aoil levels and their
relationships to one another are extremely critical to
interpreting the site

The connection to our past is fragile. When an
artifnct 15 i|1'.;:-|'\-::-|ll-|'|-.' rernaved from a site virtually
all of its acientific value 15 lost forever. Little
information can be gained from an artitact taken
from the ground without it having been adeguately
recorded during an archeplogical excavation,
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Excavatad archeological site with sail levels.



What we can learn
from our past

When thees sites :|1'u;| irtifacts sre saved, we can
learn fram them: about our times, curselves, our
culture, and our environment, People like to learn
about history and prehistory. They are interested in
the past, Every year millions of people vigit our
historic sites, museums, parks, and monuments
nationwide N ¢ people enjoy the simple pleasune
of viewing Indian artifacts, or standing al a site and
freling transported back in time.

Sdnmie bl Incdinn village gife.

Archeological studiea can help ue learn about our
family histories, seqrch oul our rools, and learn
about our human origins. Ungoing investigntions
have traced our prehistory in the Pacific Morthwest
back almeost 15,000 yvears and our history hack to the
carly 1800°s with the arrival of the Lewis and Clark
expedition

Through archeology we can study our physical and

cultural evelution which he ||:la-'I=- put our present day

lives amd culture in perspective. Information about
the past can enable us to cope better with the
present, to gain insight into the future and to
appreciate the differences between the vamous
peoples of the waorld,

Archosolo L J'.l.'||| s -~Il.|-:-.'». past enviFonme ntal
changes too. By examining how we have reaponded
or |'e':||'t1'l:| L I:|'|t':ﬂ.' chi 'u:||_"1.':-. we may hatter
understiand how the envirmnment has affected
mankind. In |i:_"|':I: of our current concerns for
environment, we may discover better methods of
MANAFINE 00T & '\"\-\.|||:1|_| resources in order Lo learn
hoow to live within our lemits

Vast amounts of knowledge can be gained from
archeolowical studies pncll.-l.l:l:l:l:.;., us with tnaighl Lo
the human and environmental problems facing e
THLIWY .'IIII:I. il1 []1':' flJ Uare. H L -1" I.l[- l.:ll."“.' LRI i‘i.lll'i
1-!'- our past, our coltures, our perepective of human
time, are slowly being stolen. If these remnants are
not protected, the ahality for all of us to touch our
past will be gone,

Protecting our past

In the past decades, as the rate of destruction to
cultural resanurees Frew unchecked, more and more
funds that could have been used otherwise were
spent restoring vandalized gites, The penalties
eontained within the existing laws were not strong

K ||_|-rh to deter the v .'||'|r|..._ the loater or |.-|.l.-ll. agional
||||*||u--Le"' In 1979 Congress teok an important step
to help preserve our nation’s cultural heritage by
FI-I!‘hIIIk thie Archeslogical Hesources Frotection At
{AKPA)

Under ARPA a persen can be convicted of a felony
for disturbing or removing artifacts from Federal
land, If damage to a site and/or commercial value of
the artifacts removed exceeds 25 000, convictions can
result in a fine of up to SL0,000 and/or a8 prison
sentemoe of e bix livi Viares, The act alaso allowa for
ihe seizure of all equipment, including vehicles and
boats, used during the violation. Anvone imvalve
the trafficking -::-r' |"‘"[I|.-I-E 5 0 |'-I,||r||'r| i violati
the law can be similarly comnvicted

Ceaffio om rock art W andalized site

The .-"|_”-'|'.' Corps of Engineers maniLges humdreds of
eultural sites on land surrounding its reservoirs
Iu,-\._ ause Native American and early Euro-American
slations were attracted to and settled near water
| e Uorps has an ongoang program o idemtify,

oy .__'| L I,||'||;.\, PEERETY & I |,.|I:| [ ml MESAF TS O laurds il
admimisters. Many of these sites have been

disler ||-.u'.|,-;1 to he sl .|-.L._||'|I an a leeal, re hl-.:-n.l.l. ar
national level and have been E'I 1eed on the Mational
tewiater of Historic Places, Investigal |-'||'|'--|I' higas
gtes nre GREINRE. The gites can be harmed anid
important information lost it they aure not lefl intact
An ARPA permit to conduct legitimate archeologieal
investigations by qu nlified rese Are hers o O s
land can b ohtained at the District address on the
back cover. Through these investigations, our
cultural resources are |:|-e-m|.. preserved, protected,
and interpreted for the enjoyment of present and
future generations.




What you can do
to help

You can help us predect our cultural heritage. Corps
of KEngineers rangera constantly patral
archealogically sensitive preas and monitor the
condition of cultural resources on Corps lands. Local
law enforcement agencies also provide assistance
Federal and state cultural resources laws are strictly
enforeed, but all of these efforls are not enough. Our
pesl i etall '|'||:'ini.|: vandalized. We noed your help.
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Report wvandaliam. If vou witness somesne
1'.!1r14:]ali1-.ing an archeologieal site on Corps land,
report the vielation immediately to the nearest Corps
progect office. To enlist the public's assistance, there
is a reward system for information which results in a
eomviction

*  Please leave artifacts undisturbed in their place
Encourage others bo do the same. Respect our
resources. [f artifacts are removed from the surface
of a site, researchers’ efforls to locate and identify
the resouree hecomes very difficult and sometimes
impoagible where all traces have been obliterated,

" Pleasge do nod deface rock art in any way,

Performing rubbings an petroglyphs are not allowed,
because it can be destructive to the resouree. Tho not
1'|:.ti_1|k_]'ll."1-rnﬂ:|:'."l:lh designs for the purpose of
highlighting them for photographs. Pictures taken
with the proper lighting at the right time of day can
be more effective and more realistic than chalked
imagas,

®  Re o steward of the past. Support local or state
archeological societies, Protect sites on your own
land. If you uae off-road vehicles, nae them enly in
designated areas,

®  During your visit to & Corps of Engineers facility,
lease enjoy, butl don't destroy, our nation’s cultural
aritmge.

Cultural resources
tomorrow?

Flunderers of the past, culture thieves, pothunters,
thievea of time. Whatever label 15 given to them, they
are guilty of demaging our cultural heritage-a
legacy to be handed down from one generation to
another, Our cultural resources are irreplaceable.
They are non-renewahble. Damage to them is
irreversible. Removing the pieces of prehistory and
history from the ground prevents the reconstroction
af the entire puzele of the past and passing it on to
future generations, Will we be able to touch the past
tomorrow? We don't know,
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US Army Corps
of Engineers

Porttand District

If you observe an archeslogical site on Corps land
being vandalized, please report the violation o the
Hesource Manager at the applicable project office,

The Dalles-John Day 5D SHEE-1 131

Honneville Dam [TARS) T a4

Upper Willametie Yalley {HE 9372131

Mad Willamette Yalley (503 367-5124

Rogue River Basin (B03) ATH-2255

[T you have any queationa regarding the Corps of

Engineers cultural resource managemenl program,
lease direct your inquiry to:  USACE, Portland
Nstriet, PLO). Box 2946, 319 5.W. Pine Strest,

Portland, R 87T208-2846, Telephone:  (508) 221-4574,
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This land iz our land



Updated Contact Information
The current contact information is:
The Dalles-John Day   (541) 296-1181
Bonneville                      (541) 374-8344
Willamette Valley          (541) 937-2131
Rogue River Basin       (541) 878-2255

USACE, Portland District
ATTN: CENWP-PM-E
P.O. Box 2946
Portland, OR  97208-2946
(503) 808-4766




